
James 3:3-8 
                                 3 When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make 
them obey us, we can turn the whole animal. 4 Or take ships as an 
example. Although they are so large and are driven by strong winds, 
they are steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to 
go. 5 Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes 
great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small 
spark. 6 The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of 
the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of his 
life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.  7 All kinds of animals, birds, 
reptiles and creatures of the sea are being tamed and have been 
tamed by man, 8 but no man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, 
full of deadly poison. 
 

What comes from our tongue 
 is birthed in our heart! 



 

    John 8:44-47 
 
                            44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you 
want to carry out your father’s desire. He was a murderer 
from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no 
truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, 
for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 Yet because I tell the 
truth, you do not believe me! 46 Can any of you prove me 
guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why don’t you believe 
me? 47 He who belongs to God hears what God says. The 
reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.” 

To whom do we belong? 



 

Acts 4:8-13 
                                                                   

    8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers 
and elders of the people! 9 If we are being called to account today for 
an act of kindness shown to a cripple and are asked how he was 
healed, 10 then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God 
raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. 11 He is  
“the stone you builders rejected, which has become the capstone.  12 

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”  13 When they saw 
the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, 
ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these 
men had been with Jesus. 
 

Are we saved? 



 

    Acts 5:1-5 
                                                                                                                                                                     
  Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, 
also sold a piece of property. 2 With his wife’s full knowledge he kept 
back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it 
at the apostles’ feet.  3 Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that 
Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit 
and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the 
land? 4 Didn’t it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was 
sold, wasn’t the money at your disposal? What made you think of 
doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God.”   5 When 
Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all 
who heard what had happened. 
 

Are we being truthful with ourselves? 



 

Matthew 23:15 
                                                                   
                                                       

   15 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites! You travel over land and sea to win a single convert, and 
when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a son of hell as 
you are. 

How long is our list of converts? 



 

Deuteronomy 29:9-10 
                                                       

                9 Carefully follow the terms of this covenant, so that you may 
prosper in everything you do. 10 All of you are standing today in the 
presence of the LORD your God—your leaders and chief men, your 
elders and officials, and all the other men of Israel, 

Broken covenants – can we relate? 



 

Deuteronomy 29:13-19 
 

     13 to confirm you this day as his people, that he may be your 
God as he promised you and as he swore to your fathers, Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob. 14 I am making this covenant, with its oath, not only 
with you 15 who are standing here with us today in the presence of the 
LORD our God but also with those who are not here today.  16 You 
yourselves know how we lived in Egypt and how we passed through 
the countries on the way here. 17 You saw among them their 
detestable images and idols of wood and stone, of silver and gold. 18 

Make sure there is no man or woman, clan or tribe among you today 
whose heart turns away from the LORD our God to go and worship the 
gods of those nations; make sure there is no root among you that 
produces such bitter poison. 

Broken covenants – can we relate? 



Deuteronomy 29:13-19 
                                                              

 19 When such a person hears the words of this oath, he invokes 
a blessing on himself and therefore thinks, “I will be safe, even though 
I persist in going my own way.” This will bring disaster on the watered 
land as well as the dry 

Broken covenants – can we relate? 



 In 1887, Alexander Tyler, a Scottish 
history professor at the University of 
Edinburgh, had this to say about the fall 
of the Athenian Republic some 200 years 
prior.  A democracy is always temporary 
in nature.  It simply cannot exist as a 
permanent form of government.  A 
democracy will continue to exist up until 
the time that voters discover that they 
can vote themselves generous gifts from 
the public treasury.  From that treasury, 
with the result that every democracy will 

      
      

 



 The average age of the world’s 
greatest civilizations from the beginning of 
history, has been about 200 years.  During 
those 200 years, these nations always 
progressed through the following 
sequence:  From bondage to spiritual faith 
– from spiritual faith to great courage – 
from courage to liberty – from liberty to 
abundance – from abundance to 
complacency – from complacency to 
apathy – from apathy to dependence – 
from dependence back to bondage 
(dictatorship or a king).  Professor Joseph 

       
       

    



 

Mark 8:38 
                                                              
                                                    

 38 If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be 
ashamed of him when he comes in his Father’s glory with 
the holy angels.” 

Is history about to repeat itself? 



 

Acts 5:25-39                                                              
                                                    

 25 Then someone came and said, “Look! The men you put in jail 
are standing in the temple courts teaching the people.” 26 At that, the 
captain went with his officers and brought the apostles. They did not 
use force, because they feared that the people would stone them. 
27 Having brought the apostles, they made them appear before the 
Sanhedrin to be questioned by the high priest. 28 “We gave you strict 
orders not to teach in this name,” he said. “Yet you have filled 
Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of 
this man’s blood.” 

Can God count on you and me to fight for His 
Kingdom? 



 

Acts 5:25-39 
                 

   29 Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God 
rather than men! 30 The God of our fathers raised Jesus from the 
dead—whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 God exalted 
him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might give 
repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel.    32 We are witnesses of 
these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those 
who obey him.”   33 When they heard this, they were furious and 
wanted to put them to death. 34 But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a 
teacher of the law, who was honored by all the people, stood up in the 
Sanhedrin and ordered that the men be put outside for a little while.  

Can God count on you and me to fight for His 
Kingdom? 



 

Acts 5:25-39 
 

 35 Then he addressed them: “Men of Israel, consider carefully 
what you intend to do to these men. 36 Some time ago Theudas 
appeared, claiming to be somebody, and about four hundred men 
rallied to him. He was killed, all his followers were dispersed, and it all 
came to nothing.   37 After him, Judas the Galilean appeared in the 
days of the census and led a band of people in revolt. He too was 
killed, and all his followers were scattered. 38 Therefore, in the present 
case I advise you: Leave these men alone! Let them go! For if their 
purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail. 39 But if it is from 
God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will only find 
yourselves fighting against God.” 

Can God count on you and me to fight for His 
Kingdom? 
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