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THE WOMEN… Luke 24 
On the first day of the week, very early in 
the morning, the women took the spices 
they had prepared and went to the tomb. 
2 They found the stone rolled away from 
the tomb, 3 but when they entered, they 

did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 
While they were wondering about this, 

suddenly two men in clothes that 
gleamed like lightning stood beside them 



. 5 In their fright the women bowed down with 
their faces to the ground, but the men said to 
them, “ Whh hh hhh hhhh hhh hhh hhhhhh hhhhh 

the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen! 
Remember how he told you, while he was still 
with you in Galilee: 7 ‘ The Son of Man must be 

delivered over to the hands of sinners, be 
crucified and on the third day be raised 

again.’ ” 8 Thhh hhhh hhhhhhhhhh hhh hhhhhh 
 



Matthew 28:5  
“Do not be afraid; for I know that 

you are looking for Jesus, who has 
been crucified. He is not here; He 

has risen!” 
 



 The fact of the empty tomb 
is the truth of the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ 
and the promise to every 
one of us that we too will 
be raised to eternal life.  



1 Corinthians 15:54-55 (NIV)  
54 When the perishable has been 

clothed with the imperishable, and 
the mortal with immortality, then the 
saying that is written will come true: 

“Death has been swallowed up in 
victory.” 

55 “Where, O death, is your victory?  
Where, O death, is your sting?” 

 



Defending an “EMPTY” Tomb 
•The tomb is “EMPTY”! 
•Women were viewed as low class 
citizens 

•Women were not considered 
“reliable” witnesses 



1.  CONSPIRACY THEORY 

This theory proposes the 
disciples stole the body of Christ 

and continued to lie about his 
appearances to them. On this 

account, the resurrection was a 
hoax. 



Problems with Conspiracy Theory 
 1.This hypothesis does not take into account that 

the disciples REALLY BELIEVED in the 
resurrection. Therefore, it is highly unlikely that the 
disciples would have been willing to risk their lives 

defending a lie.  
2.It is unlikely that the idea of resurrection would 

have entered the minds of the disciples.  
Remember that a crucifixion event was not 

connected to the Jewish concept of their ideal 
Messiah.  



2. Apparent Death Theory 

This hypothesis proposes Jesus 
was not completely dead when he 
was removed from the cross. Once 

in the tomb, Jesus revived and 
escaped, thus convincing the 
disciples of his resurrection. 



Ummmmmmmm……… 

1. It is unlikely that a half-dead man 
would have been capable of even 

getting up to walk, much less 
moving the 1 ton stone that sealed 

the tomb, over-powering a 
detachment of expert, Roman 
guards, and fleeing from sight.   

  



2. If the disciples had seen him after he 
was revived, they would have merely 
thought he had never died.  Thus the 

disciples would have considered Jesus a 
con-man.  

3.It is also foolish to think the Romans, 
who had perfected the art of killing 

people, would have let one slip by without 
ensuring he was dead.  Especially this 

one!  
 



4. Oh lets not forget this.  
Given the physical torture 
described in the Gospel 

accounts, it is highly unlikely 
that Jesus or anyone on the 
planet could have survived.  



3. WRONG TOMB 
The wrong tomb hypothesis suggests the 
women had gotten “lost” on their way to 

the empty tomb and “accidentally” 
stumbled upon the caretaker of an empty 
tomb. When the caretaker said, “Jesus is 

not here,” the women were so 
“disoriented” they fled, their story later 

being developed into a resurrection 
myth. 



 1.First, this theory does not explain the 
post-resurrection appearances, and it is 
crazy to think that such a simple mistake 

would have led a first-century Jew to 
believe resurrection had happened. 

 2.In light of the early evidence that is 
available concerning the location of 

Jesus’ tomb, it is almost impossible that 
the women would have confused its 

location.  



3.This hypothesis emphasizes 
that the caretaker of the tomb 
said that Christ was not there, 

but it passes over the next 
phrase: “He is risen!” 

 



4.  DISPLACED BODY 

This theory says Joseph of 
Arimathea placed Jesus’ body in his 
own tomb, but later moved it to the 
Roman’s criminal graveyard. The 

disciples were not aware that Jesus’ 
body had been moved and therefore 
wrongly inferred that He had risen 

from the dead. 



 1.This theory cannot account for the 
post-resurrection appearances of 
Christ.  
2. IF Joseph would  have made the 
mistake, would he not have corrected 
the error of the disciples by simply 
showing them where he had moved the 
body of Jesus.  
 



3.The criminal graveyard was quite 
close to the crucifixion site, so it would 
have made little sense for Joseph to 
not have simply buried Jesus there in 
the first place.  
4. It was against Jewish law to allow a 
body to be moved after it had already 
been buried.  
 



FINALLY….. 
 

The Resurrection 
Really Happened! 
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