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Now the boy Samuel ministered to 
the Lord before Eli. And the word of 

the Lord was rare in those days; 
there was no widespread revelation. 
2 And it came to pass at that time, 

while Eli was lying down in his place, 
and when his eyes had begun to 

grow so dim that he could not see,  



3 and before the lamp of God 
went out in the tabernacle[a] 
of the Lord where the ark of 
God was, and while Samuel 
was lying down, 4 that the 
Lord called Samuel. And he 

answered, “Here I am!” 
 













In those days Israel had no 
king; everyone did as they 

saw fit. 





9 So Hannah arose after they had 
finished eating and drinking in 
Shiloh. Now Eli the priest was 

sitting on the seat by the doorpost 
of the tabernacle of the Lord. 10 

And she was in bitterness of soul, 
and prayed to the Lord and wept in 

anguish.  



11 Then she made a vow and 
said, “O Lord of hosts, if You 

will indeed look on the 
affliction of Your maidservant 
and remember me, and not 

forget Your maidservant, but 
will give Your maidservant a 

male child, then I will give him 
to the Lord all the days of his 
life, and no razor shall come 

upon his head.” 
 



27 For this child I prayed, and the 
Lord has granted me my petition 

which I asked of Him. 28 Therefore 
I also have lent him to the Lord; as 
long as he lives he shall be lent to 
the Lord.” So they worshiped the 

Lord there. 





1 Samuel 2:12   
“Now the sons of Eli were corrupt; they did 

not know the Lord.” Eli’s two sons are 
worthless and despise the things of God. 

Eli does try hard to persuade them to 
change, but they do not listen. His sons 
embody the misdirected course of Israel.   
17 Therefore the sin of the young men 
was very great before the Lord, for men 

abhorred the offering of the Lord. 



Eli is representing Israel 
and the darkening path 
that she has taken in 

allowing the things of God 
to grow dim.  

Yet, in this darkness, 
there is a glimmer of 

hope.  
 





The darkness of night (like 
Eli’s blindness) illustrates the 

Israelites’ lack of spiritual 
vision and their absolute 
failure at living out their 

calling to be God’s chosen 
people. 

 



The Lamp of God and the Ark 
are both symbols of God’s 
presence in the sanctuary. 
They are symbols of God’s 

presence, symbols that 
remain, even in the darkness 
that the Israelite’s spiritual 

blindness has led them into.  
 





Eli fights no great battles, brings 
no new victories, leads no great 
building projects, becomes no 

great champion of justice, 
preaches no great sermons, builds 

no new altars. He even failed to 
teach his sons the way of God. 
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